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Jim Ham to make ultra-light bass

Fin Hewn with s altva-light cello.
A ey version s on the way

Arerican Dags maker Jim Flam has revealed plans o
patke s odtea-light donbile Bass with the techimoelowy asied
bk Dis oeclaimed ultra-lisht cello, The Dass
weill D vovciled af Blie Tnternationia] Society of Bassists
CES T Comvention in Okbalomea Ciby in June 2007,

Flan dearmed up witle wiolin amker Ted White o
cheseelap e cello, which weighs 200 ke — v Talf the
waesighl ol wonoernal eello, Te saids “The dimensions of the
Bess wd ] e similior to s bever rnelels 1 inalas neea, seitlioa
mostly trulitional appearanee, and will lave e trade-
miat o acjustabile neck, Likeits collo counterpart, the [uss
seill szl D that o s e Tansss Phe main vilsting
components ol the insteoments will comprise balsa
wood with veneees ol maple o spenee, and there will L
carbon fibre retnloreements in stadegie ploces, a8 wellas
acarhon filwe Fngerboard. Balsa weoud Tias been hailed as
the newe wonder-material in lutherie eiveldes heease olits
purported ahility o comnbine vigidity we lighness with
o g respongiveness. I i possible o male o
professionsl-guality: instrument using these malerials
anel enginecring concepls oo use with all braditional
repertoire -~ orchestra, sole and joee, which wonld be
wore respongive and easior Lo play than teaditional
instroments, while sonnding ol Teast as sood aod lavine
cauivadent durability and heanty, s continued,

[lar cites portalility oy an olrvvions advantage, s well
as imprevernends oo soond qualite Tle saicd: "The recent
work done with Lalsa violins by Doarglas Morbin and
Jreseple Covting ok the WSA Oberlin Aconstios workshops
hias consinesd e that great advimees are possible in

sonnl eqaality T non=Tracditicna means,”

Jeff Bradetich’'s new pedagogy book

Arrerican bassgist and poedagosne [elT Buletich s ponled his
|';|'|r]“"|l.':': |g|._'| :'!H(] l'ﬁ\.l‘l‘f‘-'l'l‘f:'”l"l! a5 E:l:l‘-.‘\ If".'](:l:l("l' anlen et |?|1(P|‘
oot chonhle bass precbaoges Tlhe Bissiz), who las beeo edoeating
e 25 wesirs aral teseles ot this |'|'||E1.-'4':r~.'r'l_L- ol Mol Tesens
UM Denton, recently retarned Bom a0 Tve-month
sabibatical predominantly spent weiting e ianuseript.

Bradetich sovs that the hook. provisionally samed
Dol Buss e UltGmete Challenee, addeesses the fopaonr
tunee of developing moderm approaches o hass pedagopy
Ehal comsider the hass's increasing stadns ax o sole fnstro-
pienh Aveng the topics centeal to the work ares Left=hand
lingering, nse ol the bow, and technigues for better sonnd
production. The book also addresses publie and payvehologi-
cil perceptions ol the insteoment alengside the technical
aspects ol plaving i,

Bracetich's role as a teacher at the LN and coorvdinator
of the annond Bradetich muosterclasses have porovided him
witl an ddes] coviranent i which to explore pedagogical
ileas, The UNT las the largest university double bass
progcrnene s the aordd, The publisher and publishing date
ave Lo b comalived,

Menuhin School’s new hall

The  Yehudi Menushin
Scdwanl fothe UK Bias oo
B2 5 coneert hall, momed
aller thus selenl’s Bawpieler
T S0-scater venoe bas
been buill 1o specilie
verquivernents ol doeonstion,
anach alse s dlisitnl recond-
ing lacilitg Toowldition to
besings vl b the School's
shiechonets, the hall sadll Tae
available Tor hive thrangh-
ol Hue vear

Tl Schonl swas fownd-
el b Menuhin o 1563
and  provides tition i

slringed instrionents, piane andd goitae Avaons e donblir buass
ahmni are Panl Ellison, enevently prolessor ol donbile hass
Rice University's Shepherd Sehoal of Muosic, U5, awho will visil
the School in Mo Among the curvent bianss Tweally s Caroline
Emery. Forinlonmation visitwwsovelindimenohinse ool ook,



